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salute. Many actually greeted him as a saviour
and benefactor. In the palace' of the Prussian
kings a special throne was set up for him and the
Prussian officials took a formal oath to " execute
all the orders of the French and neither to corre-
spond nor -to have any other intercourse with
their enemies." Reflect that the chief enemy
of the French was their own king whom they were
now denying! In order to placate Napoleon busts
of Frederick William as well as of the Tsar were
removed from places where he would be likely
to see them, while the very postmen tore their
badges from their arms to spare the conqueror
the sight of the Prussian eagle!

Napoleon at once assumed control of the Berlin
press. The Preussische Hausfreund and the
Freimiithige were suppressed because of their
general tone; the Telegraph was taken over bodily
and even went so far as to publish scandalous
calumnies against Queen Louise.

The Prussian people and their royal house were
not merely to be punished, they were to be utterly
humiliated, to be shown that the conqueror had
set his foot upon their neck. On the top of the
Brandenburg gate, visible the whole length of
the noble Unter den Linden, was a figure of
Victory with four great horses to her chariot.
This group Napoleon had lowered and sent off
to Paris; and a great bare projecting iron stake
was left as a daily reminder to the Berliners of
how all their glory had departed from them.